CATHOLIC CHARISMATIC RENEWAL INTERNATIONAL SERVICE (CHARIS)
STATUTES

PREAMBLE

What we know today as Catholic Charismatic Renewal (CCR) is part of an ecumenical current
of grace. It was born by the sovereign will of God in the Catholic Church in 1967 and emerged
as a fruit of the Second Vatican Council.

Today it is estimated that there are more than 120 million people worldwide who will testify to
a life-changing experience of the Holy Spirit through their contact with CCR. However, this
grace of the Holy Spirit with a worldwide character and many expressions is not a single
unified movement like others. It does not have a founder or founding group but is a sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit. It is a current of grace that allows individuals, groups, communities,
activities and ministries to express themselves in different ways with different forms of
organisation.

One of the characteristics of CCR is the wide variety of expressions and ministries that form a
unity in diversity. The various expressions and realities in CCR may be at different stages of
development with differing emphases, nevertheless they share in the same fundamental
experience of ‘baptism in the Holy Spirit’; and espouse the same general goals. In some places
CCR organises itself like an ecclesial movement but the very nature of CCR means it is
different from other ecclesial movements. Indeed, Cardinal Leon-Joseph Suenens, who was
appointed by Saint Pope Paul VI in 1974 as Episcopal advisor to CCR, quickly recognised
what was happening as a ‘current of grace’; inspired by the Holy Spirit for the whole Church.
He said: “the Renewal is not a ‘movement’ in the usual sociological sense: it has neither
founder nor statutes; it is not homogeneous; it includes a wide range of manifestations. It is a
flow of grace, a renewing breath of the Holy Spirit, intended for all the members of the Church
— lay people, religious, priests and bishops. It is a challenge to us all”".

Generally, CCR focuses on relationships and networks rather than rigid structures. Therefore,
patterns of informal relationships can be found at local, diocesan, national and international
levels. These relationships are often characterised by free association, dialogue and
cooperation. The nature of leadership in CCR is characterised by service rather than
governance that demands obedience and conformity.

In 1972, the first international communications office (ICO) was established in Ann Arbor
(USA) in order to facilitate communication between the various charismatic realities which
were rapidly emerging in the Catholic Church worldwide. Then in 1976, the ICO office was
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transferred from the USA to Malines-Brussels (Belgium), the diocese of Cardinal Suenens. He
created a coordinating team for CCR, transforming the ICO office into ICCRO (International
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Office) in 1978.

This office was moved to Rome in 1981. In 1984, Saint Pope John Paul II appointed Bishop
Paul Josef Cordes as Episcopal advisor of ICCRO, in succession to Cardinal Suenens. Then, in
1985, at the invitation of the Holy Father, the ICCRO office was established in the Vatican.

In 1990, a network of CCR international covenant communities was recognised at Pontifical
level as a private association of the faithful, under the name of ‘Catholic Fraternity of Covenant
Communities and Fellowships’. Its mission was to consolidate the bonds of these communities
to the Catholic Church and to encourage evangelisation.

In 1993 the Pontifical Council for the Laity granted pontifical recognition to ICCRO,
approving its statute as an international organism of service. The name changed from ICCRO
to ICCRS, thus emphasising that it was a pastoral ministry service to CCR worldwide rather
than merely an administrative office.

In April 2016, Pope Francis appointed Michelle Moran and Pino Scafuro to work on the new
One Service and to carry things forward until its realisation, with Julia Torres and Oreste
Pesare as secretaries, and with the accompaniment of the Pontifical Council for the Laity.

For many years ICCRS and the Catholic Fraternity worked together presenting seminars on
various topics specific to Charismatic Renewal. Together they organised the 50™ anniversary of
CCR in Rome at Pentecost 2017. It was at this time that the Constitutive Act of the One
Service, leading to the establishment of CHARIS, was signed.




I. Ecclesial and Canonical Nature

Art. 1. Name and Purpose

§ 1. Catholic Charismatic Renewal International Service, also known as CHARIS, is
the international service organism for all expressions of Catholic Charismatic Renewal
(or CCR), a current of grace whose appearance in the Catholic Church in 1967 came as a
fruit of the Second Vatican Council. Common to all expressions of Catholic Charismatic
Renewal is the experience of the fruits of Pentecost through an outpouring of spiritual
gifts called baptism in the Holy Spirit, involving a personal encounter with Jesus Christ
as Saviour, an openness to the Word of God, to exercising the charisms and to
evangelisation in faithful service of the Church. CHARIS promotes and strengthens
communion among all Charismatic realities, fostering a sense of the worldwide family of
Catholic Charismatic Renewal

§ 2. Recognising Catholic Charismatic Renewal as part of an ecumenical current of
grace, CHARIS is an instrument to promote and work for unity in the body of Christ, as
expressed in the prayer of Jesus Christ (Jn:17).

§ 3. As an organism of service, CHARIS exercises no jurisdiction over Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, since all expressions of CCR are directly under the jurisdiction of
the competent ecclesiastical authorities. CHARIS’s role of service does not limit the
freedom of individuals or groups within CCR in their contacts with ecclesiastical
authorities.

Art. 2. Constitution and Canonical Erection

§ 1. CHARIS was created by a Constitutive Act, signed in Rome on May 29™ 2017 by
the persons nominated by the Holy Father Pope Francis on April 27" 2016 as responsible
for the creation of a new single service for all the expressions of Catholic Charismatic
Renewal.

§ 2. CHARIS has been erected by the Holy See, through the Dicastery for Laity,
Family and Life, with public juridical personality according to canons 116-123 of the
Code of Canon Law. It is governed by these statutes and, by analogy, by canons 298-320
of the Code of Canon Law, as well as by the other universal norms of Church law.




II. Objectives

Art. 3. General Objectives

The general objectives of CHARIS are:

a)
b)
c)

d)

g)

h)

i)
k)

D

To help deepen and promote the grace of baptism in the Holy Spirit
throughout the Church;

To promote the exercise of charisms not only in Catholic Charismatic
Renewal but also in the whole Church;

To encourage the spiritual deepening and holiness of people who live the
experience of baptism in the Holy Spirit;

To encourage commitment to evangelisation, particularly through the new
evangelisation and the evangelisation of culture, while respecting religious
freedom;

To encourage cooperation between communities born from Catholic
Charismatic Renewal, with a view to making the experience of particular
communities available for the good of all;

To promote the ecumenical dimension of Catholic Charismatic Renewal and
foster the commitment to serving the unity of all Christians;

To identify and promote specific topics that can help deepen the grace of
Pentecost;

To encourage networking and cooperation between realities within Catholic
Charismatic Renewal in the areas of formation, evangelisation etc.;

To promote service of the poor and social action through Catholic Charismatic
Renewal;

To organize training and formation opportunities, according to the needs
expressed by the General Assembly;

To enable clerics and religious to deepen their experience of Catholic
Charismatic Renewal and to participate more fully in it;

To foster communion: among persons involved in various realties within
Catholic Charismatic Renewal; with ecclesial movements that do not refer to
this current of grace; and with other Christian Churches and Communities,
especially those living the experience of Pentecost;

m) To organise major events, colloquia, leader’s gatherings, in order to share and

exchange the various experiences flowing from the Holy Spirit.




