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Introduction

I want to share some thoughts to answer the question, what does the Church expect of the

Catholic charismatic renewal as we approach our 60th anniversary?
Jesus reminds us in Matthew's gospel:

«Just so the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and give his life as a

ransom for manyy.

(Mt 20:28)

In one of the catechisms the question is asked, why did God make me? And the answer in
that catechism is, to know him, to love him, and to serve him. Throughout his life and
ministry, Jesus lives out and witnesses for us his life, poured out in serving those the Father

gave to him. When we read the Scriptures, we see this again and again.

At the last supper, Jesus demonstrates this by taking the role of the lowest servant and
washing the apostles' feet. It is something that would be unthinkable in the culture. Yet
Jesus does this. And of those apostles whose feet he washed, one would betray him, one
would deny him, all of them would abandon him at the cross. And only one stood with the

woman as Jesus gave his life for us.
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The Mission of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal

Brothers and sisters, for us as charismatic Catholics, God's call for us is to serve as Jesus
served. So how do we do this? In a particular way, we have the mission that the Church has

given us, that God has given us through the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.

The mission is simple. It is Jesus Christ and the gospel he proclaimed. And we, we are to be
living and vibrant witnesses to this. The Church has focused this mission for us in CHARIS.
Pope Francis brought the renewal into the heart of the church in a formal way with

CHARIS. And he focused on the work of CHARIS with the three pillars of our mission.

First, to spread the grace of the baptism of the Holy Spirit throughout the church in
the world. Our Holy Father Pope Leo just reminded us of this.

Second, to work for the unity of all Christians, and to promote commitment to

ecumenism and Christian unity.

And third, to go out to the peripheries and margins and serve the poor in those in

need.

A simple way to remember these are three verbs: to bring, to build and to serve. It is not a
choice of whichever one we like best or prefer. All three are essential to our life and work in

the Catholic charismatic renewal. And the Church asks this of us.

We all know and love, spreading the baptism in the Holy Spirit. It's wonderful to see people
whose lives are changed by the encounter with Jesus Christ and experiencing a personal

Pentecost.

Perhaps it is not so popular, but we like to do it, is to serve those in need. But unfortunately,
the poor stepchild of these three pillars is the work of ecumenism and Christian unity.
There's not enough time to get into this, brothers and sisters, but it is not an option. It's part
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of who we are as Catholic Christians, what we are called to do as members of the Catholic
charismatic renewal, and serving the mission of the church, the mission that God has
entrusted us through the church, through CHARIS, through the Catholic Charismatic

Renewal.
Having the Heart of Jesus for his mission
I want to focus on four things that I think are essential to our work in accomplishing this.

The first is gratitude, thanksgiving.

We have in the gospels the story of the ten lepers who approach Jesus, and Jesus says:

«Go show yourselves to the priestsy.

(Lc 17:14)

And as they do, all of them are healed. But only one, a Samaritan, comes back to give
thanks to Jesus. In doing so, the Samaritan not only receives his healing, but a profound life-
changing encounter with Jesus and his salvation. God has given us so many wonderful
blessings, the new life we have in Christ, the personal Pentecost that we have all
experienced. But how often, how often do we acknowledge not only the gift, but the giver
of the gift? That is what the Samaritan did. He acknowledged not only the gift, but the giver

of the gift. Too often, we are those that Jesus speaks to when he says to the Samaritan:

«Where are the other nine? »

(Lc 17:17)

Where are you and 1? Do we take this extraordinary gift for granted, or have we forgotten

it? When we cultivate gratitude, we are transformed: by recognizing both the gift and its
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giver, our hearts are softened, and we become more aware of God's love, mercy, and our
growing dependence on him.
What do we have to be thankful for? The life-giving transformational encounter with Jesus.
The gift of the Holy Spirit, new life in Christ. And when we stop, brothers and sisters, when

we stop being grateful for these things, it dulls the impact and the effect of the Holy Spirit in

our hearts, in our minds, in our souls, and in our lives. Gratitude. Cultivate a life of

gratitude.

Second, humility.

Paul writes of Jesus:

«Though he was in the form of God, he did not regard equality with God something to be
grasped. Rather, he emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, coming in human likeness,
and found in human appearance, he humbled himself, becoming obedient to death, even
death on the cross. Because of this, God greatly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every other name, that at the name of Jesus, every knee shall bend, of those in
heaven, on earth, and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to

the glory of God the Fathery.

(Fil 2:7-11)

Growth in the spiritual life, brothers and sisters, in our lives of faith, and in the apostolate,
God has given us, only goes as far as our humility allows. We must cultivate a humility that
puts God first, above all things, above ourselves, above our ministries, above our

apostolates, above our personal preferences. As James reminds us:

«God resists the proud but gives grace to the humbley.

(Jam 4:6)
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The third thing, obedience

I think we must remember and remind ourselves of obedience.

Our dear friend and brother, Fr. Raniero Cantalamessa, previous ecclesiastical assistant to
CHARIS, reminds us that obedience is a crucial virtue, and the most important of the
evangelical counsels. Brothers and sisters, when we choose to excuse and exempt ourselves
from that to which we are called in Christ, then the door begins to open to all manner of bad
choices and possibilities. Obedience does not necessarily mean agreement, but it means I

put myself at the service of something greater.

Paul reminds us in the quote I read earlier, Jesus' obedience to his Father was the bedrock
for his life, his passion, his death, his resurrection. The new life that you and I have received
in Christ, the gift of the Holy Spirit which has inflamed our lives, flows from that
obedience. We too need to cultivate that kind of obedience to God, to the Church, and to
that which we are called if we are to be fruitful in our work in the Catholic Charismatic

Renewal.
Another virtue 1s:

Being witnesses.

But not just being witnesses but being living witnesses. What does a witness do? A witness
testifies to that which they have seen, that which they have heard, that which they

experience. Jesus calls us to be witnesses. When he ascends to the Father, he says:

«You, meaning us, you will be my witnesses to the ends of the earthy.

(cf. Acts 1:8)

But the most powerful witness i1s the witness of a life that embodies all these things. It is

habitual. We are living witnesses of what we profess, what we believe, what we practice,
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what we proclaim. We need to embody all that God has for us in growing, growing by
degrees in our lives. When we begin to do so, we become more and more the light and the
presence of Jesus, who tells us to let his light shine forth through us. How does this occur?
Through the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is what brings this about in our lives, brothers and
sisters. The Holy Spirit.

This is why it is essential for anyone who seeks to be an authentic disciple of Jesus to have
that life-giving, ongoing, transformative personal relationship with Jesus, and to have

experienced a new personal Pentecost in their lives.
Finally, brothers and sisters, let us remember the words of Paul the Apostle:

«For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your
servant for Jesus' sake. For God said, let light shine out of the darkness, and he has shone

in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God

in the face of Jesus Christy.
(2 Cor 4:5-6)

The Holy Spirit is what brings this about. This is why what we celebrate in the baptism in

the Spirit, personal Pentecost, whatever you want to call it, is essential to being a living
witness for Christ in a world that so desperately needs his light, his mercy, his forgiveness,

his transforming presence, and who gives us that new life.

Amen.
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