
recoup its nutrients!
It is a year of release because the slave-owners 
of all Israelites who had sold themselves into 
slavery to pay a debt (a common practice 
in the ancient world) would free them. This 
means that no Israelite could be a true slave. 
He was only an indentured servant, who 
would eventually be free. Thus, God reminded 
the Israelites that they were servants of Him 
alone, who freed them from slavery in Egypt. 
The book of Deuteronomy later added another 
form of release: during the jubilee: all debts 
are to be forgiven (Dt 15:1). The weight of a 
debt could not permanently oppress God’s 
people.
And it is a year of return because all land 
that had been sold off (another common way 
of repaying a debt) had to be returned to its 
original owner, and the owner could return 
to his land. The jubilee ensured that selling 
property was only a long-term lease. This was 
essential because an Israelite family’s portion 
in the holy land was not real estate that they 
could trade like a commodity, but a sacred 
inheritance from the Lord. No member of God’s 
people could be permanently alienated from 
his land.
The jubilee would thus enable all God’s people 
to remain in the freedom and fullness of life 
that he desired for them. No Israelite could 
be permanently impoverished, and no small 
group of people could accumulate most of the 
wealth. But sadly, it is doubtful whether the 
jubilee was ever actually carried out as the 
Lord instructed.
The Israelites experienced the bitter fruit of 
ignoring God’s commands, culminating with 
their exile and captivity in Babylon—the 
opposite of rest, release and return. But through 
the prophet Isaiah, God announced a restoration 
to come:
The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me; 
He has sent me to bring glad tidings to the lowly, 
to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
and release to the prisoners, 
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A jubilee is a time of joy, grace, and 
celebration. As St John Paul II wrote 
of the Great Jubilee of the year 
2000: “The term jubilee speaks of 

joy; not just an inner joy but a jubilation which 
is manifested outwardly.” 

The origins of the jubilee are in the book of 
Leviticus, where God teaches his Chosen 
People how to sanctify time. Through Moses at 
Mount Sinai, the Lord instructed the Israelites 
how to order their lives within the rhythm of 
weeks, months, and years such that they 
continually renewed their fellowship with Him 
and with one another. They were to keep holy 
the seventh day, the Sabbath; to celebrate 
each new moon; and to observe a liturgical 
cycle of special feasts and seasons each year.
And beyond the annual calendar, certain 
years were sacred. The Lord commanded 
that every seventh year would be a sabbath 
year (Lv 25:1–7). That is, the people had to 
rest from agricultural work and let the land 
itself “rest,” or lie fallow—there could be no 
sowing or reaping. To celebrate the sabbath 
year was an act of trust in God. It required 
trust that even without human labor, God 
would provide enough for the people to eat 
through what grew of itself or what they had 
saved from previous years. The sabbath year 
helped ensure that God’s people would not 
be slaves to work, that they would not close 
themselves off in a utilitarian or consumerist 
vision of reality.
Even greater than the sabbath year was the 
jubilee year (Lv 25:8–55). The jubilee was a 
kind of super-Sabbath, to be held after every 
seven times seven years—that is, the fiftieth 
year. The Israelites called it a “jubilee” (Hebrew 
yobel) because they announced it at the end 
of the forty-ninth year by blowing a ram’s horn 
(yobel). Leviticus goes on to explain that the 
jubilee is to be a year of rest, release, and 
return.
It is a year of rest because, just as in the 
Sabbath year, the people are to take a year off 
from their farm labor and let the land lie fallow. 
Long before modern ideas of crop rotation, the 
Lord taught Israel how to let the land rest and 
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To announce a year of favor from the LORD 
and a day of vindication by our God, 
to comfort all who mourn; 
To place on those who mourn in Zion a diadem instead of 
ashes, 
To give them oil of gladness in place of mourning, 
a glorious mantle instead of a listless spirit (Isa 61:1–3).
The “year of favor from the Lord” refers to the jubilee. God 
promises that the coming of the Messiah will be a new and 
greater jubilee, a time of freedom and healing, consolation 
and joy.
And what happened when Jesus came? At the beginning 
of his public ministry, he went into the synagogue at 
Nazareth, read this passage from the scroll of the prophet 
Isaiah, and then announced to his stunned audience, “This 
text is being fulfilled today even while you are listening” (Lk 
4:21). Jesus was proclaiming that his whole mission is to 
inaugurate the new and everlasting jubilee—the true rest, 
release, and return of which the ancient jubilee was only 
a foreshadowing. He gives us the true rest of communion 
with God, the true release from captivity to sin, and the 
true return to the promised land God always intended for 
us, heaven.
The Church had long forgotten the idea of a jubilee in 
Her history until Pope Boniface VIII announced a jubilee 
year in 1300. He called Christians to celebrate it with 
almsgiving, works of mercy, and pilgrimages. Since 
then, the Church has celebrated jubilees on and off, and 
sometimes has marked an “extraordinary” jubilee (one 
not at a fifty-year interval), like the Year of Mercy called 
by Pope Francis.
So what does all this have to do with the Jubilee of the 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal? It is interesting to note that 
Israel’s jubilee had a special connection with Pentecost 
because just as Pentecost was always celebrated on the 
fiftieth day after Passover (7x7+1), the jubilee is celebrated 
every fiftieth year (7x7+1).

Stay updated about the event of the 

www.ccrgoldenjubilee2017.org
CCR-Golden-Jubilee-2017                CCR_GJ2017

The beginning of the Renewal fifty years ago was a kind 
of new Pentecost that spread like holy fire throughout 
the Church. It brought countless people to experience 
the love of God and the glorious majesty of Jesus. It is 
fitting to celebrate the jubilee of this great work of God 
by asking Him to renew in us the wonderful things He did 
through Baptism in the Holy Spirit. Specifically, this year 
we might:
Celebrate the Jubilee as rest by taking extra time off from 
our labors, even ministry labors, and simply enjoying the 
fruit that God has made to grow through the Charismatic 
Renewal. Take extra time to visit people, renew old 
friendships, make a pilgrimage, and enjoy the Lord’s 
presence in worship.

Celebrate the Jubilee as release by forgiving any 
outstanding debts—debts of offences committed against 
us, and perhaps even monetary debts. Let us do all 
that is in our power in this Jubilee year to heal broken 
relationships.

Celebrate the Jubilee as return by returning to our first 
love, the passion for Jesus that the Holy Spirit kindled in us, 
and by returning to the childlike trust in God and abundant 
exercise of spiritual gifts that we may have known in the 
past.

Finally, it is curious that the Latin word for jubilee, 
jobeleus, sounds a lot like another Latin word, jubilus. 
For the Fathers of the Church, jubilus or jubilation meant 
sounds made by the tongue that express overflowing joy 
but without words—that is, nothing other than the gift of 
tongues! To sing in tongues is a wonderful way to praise and 
thank God in the Spirit for the gift of his Son Jesus, who is 
the fulfillment of the jubilee.

Dr. Mary Healy is a professor of Scripture at Sacred Heart 
Major Seminary in Detroit and the chair of the Doctrinal 
Commission of International Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Services. She is the author of Healing: Bringing the Gift of 
God’s Mercy to the World.
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1. My first exposure to the Charismatic Renewal occurred at Arrowhead Stadium in 
1977 when I was a freshman in college. Witnessing 50,000 persons praising God and 
the reverence of a holy hush falling upon all was an awesome experience. This is where 
I first rested in the Spirit. About ten years later, I entered more intentionally into a 

personal relationship with the Lord by asking a charismatic priest to pray over me for a fuller 
release of the Holy Spirit. The desire in my heart was palpable and God needed only that to 
bestow upon me many gifts that I have always felt called to put to the service of the Church. 
God assured me that He would provide every good gift as needed. The gift of tongues opened an 
intimate communication with our Lord that becomes deeper every day. The greatest compliment 
given me was that I had no agenda. I only desire to do what God wills me to and to be the vessel 
He has called me to be.

2. I am the Director of the Catholic Renewal Center for the Archdiocese of St Louis. In the last 11 
years, this ministry has grown and my office is in the Pastoral Center of the Archdiocese, which 
allows me to influence others in the Curia to the importance of openness to the Holy Spirit. Youth 
conferences, young adult conferences, and men’s and women’s conferences put on by other 
agencies in the Archdiocese have invited us to pray at their events, letting the gifts of the Holy 
Spirit flow more fully to serve God’s sons and daughters. I help lead the Life in the Spirit at our 
Seminary and continue with a weekly prayer meeting for the men, which has been very fruitful. I 
look forward to representing North America, Central America, and English-speaking Caribbean 
on the ICCRS Council. I appreciate the Council’s gift of synthesizing needs and distributing ideas 
and information.

3. I have enjoyed Fr. Wilfrid Stinissen’s book, Into Your Hands, Father, Abandoning Ourselves to the 
God Who Loves Us. It is a gem of a book for those in the healing ministry. The Baptism of the Holy 
Spirit gifts us to know God’s love. This book deepens that as the author invites us to “surrender our 
past,” allowing God to give us a “new past” and thereby create “a healthy memory.” This kind of 
freedom in the Lord prepares us to receive what Flor Hoffmans calls, “A hurricane of love…raging 
over the earth, with his tugging, luring, shouting; Let go, give in, in God’s name give in, all of you 
together.”

4. My deep hope for the Renewal going forward is that we can listen closely to the Holy Spirit’s 
promptings and not be afraid to let those promptings guide us. Come Holy Spirit, Come!

ICCRS 
Products

Publications

Over the years, ICCRS has 
published books, booklets, 
DVDs, and other resources 

for the CCR.

New 
ICCRS publications

You can buy our products 
online with a credit card 
or PayPal by clicking the  

“Add to Cart” buttons  
on the website!

CHARISMS

For more information visit our 
Website: www.iccrs.org

ADDENDUM
TO THE BOOK

THEN PETER STOOD  
UP...

This booklet contains the 
speeches of Pope Francis to 

the Charismatic Renewal  
from 2014 - 2015

For more information visit our 
Website: www.iccrs.org

HELP! ICCRS needs YOU to reach 
more people for the Lord!

ICCRS needs well-organised and responsible  
people who have the talent of speaking more than 
one language to offer their voluntary service to 
the CCR worldwide. 
The texts are generally translated from English into  
Italian, Spanish, French, German, and Portuguese.
For more information visit www.iccrs.org 
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Jane Guenther
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Please send news from your group, community or NSC to newsletter@iccrs.org.
NEWS FROM THE WORLD

Palazzo San Calisto, 00120 Vatican City – Europe
+39 06 69 88 71 26/27
+39 06 69 88 72 24
www.iccrs.org
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Postal Address:
Telephone:
Fax:
Website:
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The ICCRS Newsletter is an international publication released bimonthly in English, Spanish, Italian, French, Portuguese, 
German, Arabic and Romanian for the Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Its purpose is to provide information about the 
growth and development of CCR throughout the world, as well as the events organised by ICCRS.

Permission is granted to reprint an article from the ICCRS Newsletter as long as ICCRS is quoted as the source.

The ICCRS Newsletter is e-mailed freely. It can be posted to you for € 10 per year. In addition, the ICCRS Leadership 
Bulletin can be e-mailed for an annual subscription of € 15.

Begin or renew your subscription to the ICCRS Newsletter and the ICCRS Leadership Bulletin today!

You will receive the most current news and topics of discussion in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal.
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ICCRS
International Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Services

ICCRS FORMATION Visit www.iccrs.org or e-  mail    formation@iccrs.org for more information about our training programmes.

...FOR A NEW PENTECOST
A campaign to raise intercession for CCR Golden Jubilee 2017, started from the Feb 18, the day of 50th jubilee until our celebration on 
Pentecost. 
All you have to do is:
1- Come together, invoke Holy Spirit and intercede for CCR Golden Jubilee 2017
2- Take one photo together with your friends with the invocation flame and chart
3- Post it in facebook with #ccrgoldenjubilee2017
4- Share this campaign with your friends!
Please visit the CCR Golden Jubilee website to download the flames and charts: www.ccrgoldenjubilee2017.org

ITC · Botswana
6 – 11 November 2017
Contact: Alice Binny → modisenyanea@bob.bw

New ICCRS programme of formation for the ministry of prophetic intercession. The International 
Intercession Training Course, “A call to prophetic Intercession” is an event of the International 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services (ICCRS). 

LTC · Arizona

LTC · Zambia

17 – 24 September 2017

15 – 22 October 2017

Contact: Carreno Yaneth → yaneth.carreno@yahoo.com 

Contact: Lawrence Kalando → lawrencekalando@gmail.com 

The ICCRS Leadership Training Course, which is a one week school, is a way to help foster 
Leadership in the Catholic Charismatic Renewal worldwide. ICCRS is pleased to partner with 
local Charismatic realities in order to provide this week-long programme that will call and 
empower new leaders as well as strengthen and encourage current leaders.
The course includes Mass, holy hour and charismatic praise and worship on a daily basis. 
In addition there will be periods of time throughout the programme for fellowship and 
community building, as well as opportunities for the participants to receive ministry.

ITC · Germany
1 – 7 October 2018
Contact: Christof Hemberger  → christof.hemberger@erneuerung.de 


